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in one of the hymns of the Rig-veda the 6udras
are distinctly stated to have sprung from Brahman
like the other castes. There are not wanting indi-
cations that they spoke the same language as the
Brahmans. There are two cases, at least, in
which the Upanishads seem to speak of vSftdras as
admitted to the wisdom of the Veddnta, namely
those of ^ana^ruti and Satyakama.

The story of Ganamitns somewhat obscure, and
though G&namiti is distinctly called a .Sudra, the
whole character of the story would rather seem
to indicate that he was a Kshatriya, and that when
Raikva called him a .Sudra, he used the word as
a mere term of abuse. The Brihmans themselves
try by a forced etymology to show that iSftdra in
this passage must not be taken in its technical
sense, but however that may be they agree that
a real -Sudra could not have been instructed in
the Vedanta, The story runs as follows :

i. 'There lived, once upon a time, Ganamiti
Pautrayawa (the great-grandson of Ganasruta),
who was a pious giver, bestowing much wealth
upon the people and always keeping open house.
He built places of refuge everywhere, wishing